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Callington Town Council 

Annual Parish Meeting 

Callington Town Hall 

Tuesday 25th April 2024 at 7:00pm 

Minutes 

PRESENT: CLLRS BROOKS (SB), COAKLEY (MC), GOLD (KG), MAYER (KM), POUND (SP), SMITH (MS), 

STENTIFORD (TS), TOLMAN (ST), VALDEBOUZE (EV), WARD (PW) & WATSON (PVW) (PORTREEVE &CHAIR), 

OFFICERS:  TOWN CLERK (TC), RESPONSIBLE FINANCE OFFICER (RFO) & ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK (ATC)  

PUBLIC: 6 MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC/PRESS 

 Minutes Action 

1.  APOLOGIES Cllr Long 

 

 

2.  MINUTES 

To approve the Minutes of the annual Parish Meeting 23
rd

 April 2023. 

It was proposed by Cllr Brooks seconded by Cllr Smith to approve the Minutes as a 

true record of proceedings. Votes in favour – Unanimous  

RESOLVED. 

 

 

3.  Reports 

Portreeve’s Annual Report – Portreeve Cllr Watson  

The Portreeve briefly went through the matters arising from last year stating that 

issues raised had now been addressed. 

Good evening, everyone. And welcome to this year's annual Parish meeting. 

In the last Civic year, I have represented the town at Civic events in Saltash, Newquay, 

Launceston and Truro and met many councillors across Cornwall. 

I've also had the pleasure of attending Remembrance Sunday, awarding prizes at the 

annual Flower and Produce Show as well as at Honey fair not to mention opening the 

season at Callington Bowling Club. 

I also brought back the Civic service in a slightly different format. At that occasion we 

said goodbye to the Rev David Moss, and I also made several civic awards. This 

included the freedom of the parish awarded to Shirley Morse, this being only the 

second time that such an award has been made. 

It's often remarked upon how many organisations we have in Callington. The vibrancy 

of the community is evident in the number of events organised by our local 

organisations. 

The first of these events in the Civic year begin with Mayfest which is coming up on 

the 11th of May and is arranged by Callington Community Arts, otherwise known as 

CAVe. This was followed by Honey Fair in its new invigorated form and organised by 

Callington Lions. And I was able to see the development of the new Festival in 

November, Kelliwic Golowi, rapidly followed by our Christmas festivities and the 

Rotary Victorian Christmas Market. 

I am pleased to say that all of these events were supported in by the Town Council via 

grant funding and assistance. 
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Council has also worked with the Devon and Cornwall Food action group to establish 

a monthly presence in the Town. 

It has been disappointing that discussion via our local MP to establish a banking hub 

in Town have currently faltered. 

The council holds money available for use for youth group projects. Some grants have 

been made this year to the Kellwik Football Club and to support youth work 

undertaken by Vocal Footprint. It is pleasing to see that the Callington Youth Project 

Group has developed from providing a bus service to Live Wire in Saltash to 

establishing a drop-in centre within the old Lloyds bank building. The formal grand 

opening is Tuesday 24
th

 April 2024 at 3:30pm.  

At the beginning of the civic year the murals that we see on the outside of the Town 

Hall were also by local artist Rosie Fierek. This was only possible through funding 

obtained from the Arts Council and it joins the collection of murals to be seen around 

town. 

From time-to-time new ideas for projects for the town come forward and whilst the 

Council might be supportive, it is difficult for Council to fully support these unless 

there is an identifiable funding stream available. 

This year, we are in the process of seeking grant funding from the Town Accelerator 

Fund and the Town team are hoping to obtain a grant from Town Development Fund. 

These conversations and applications are still live, and it is not clear whether, they 

will succeed. 

Of the new projects on the horizon there is the possibility of a re vamped skate park 

and plans for that can be seen at the upcoming community day. 

Within the council this year, a number of Initiatives were launched which affects 

members of staff. One of these was a critical look at the training needs of the staff 

across the board. As a result, staff have been offered the opportunities to participate 

in relevant training 

Although we have a small staff and we as a Council, have a wide range of 

responsibilities from the open spaces, the park equipment, buildings, and tenants. It 

can be a difficult regulatory framework to operate within and to ensure that Council 

has all the skills necessary to manage our resources effectively. 

Sadly on a more downbeat note it’s disappointing that parishioners continue to pay 
the price of acts of vandalism. Our CCTV system has been effective in identifying 

individuals and we work well with the local people to bring about some redress. 

Thank you to the Council staff for their continued support long with the Cllrs for their 

continued support. 

 

Planning Committee – Vice- Chair Cllr Smith 

The Callington Town Council Planning Committee have been working hard this year 

dealing with new applications, working on the Neighbourhood Plan, and keeping a 

watchful eye on any emerging planning act changes that may affect us. Application 

wise, the Committee dealt with 37 applications validated from May 2023 to April 

2024 which represented a decline on the number for the 2022/23 year which was 57, 

and 65 for 2021/22. The reduction reflected the change in the economic climate since 

the Covid Pandemic and the Financial Crisis that has overtaken many of our lives. The 

Neighbourhood Plan continues to move forward and is now in the final stages before 

it is sent for inspection. The UK Government continues to tinker with the planning 

policies that affect life here in Cornwall and the Committee have been attempting to 
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keep up with the changes and how they may affect us. I would like to put on record 

my thanks for the work of the Committee and also the Clerk and Deputy Clerk for all 

the back office work to make sure we are kept up to speed. 

 

Town Hall and Premises Committee – Chair Cllr Pound 

As we conclude another successful year, I want to extend my heartfelt appreciation 

to each and every one of you for your dedication and hard work towards the 

betterment of our beloved Town Hall. Your commitment has been instrumental in 

achieving several milestones and initiatives throughout the year.  

I am delighted with the exceptional work of our office team in securing a substantial 

number of bookings, ensuring that our Town Hall remains vibrant and bustling with 

activity.  

Thanks to a suggestion from a local resident, we implemented a book share 

initiative, promoting community engagement and literacy within our town.  

The refurbishment of the hall floor has greatly enhanced both the aesthetic appeal 

and functionality of our facility, providing a more comfortable experience for our 

visitors.  

The ongoing refurbishment of the hall toilets signifies our commitment to 

maintaining high standards of hygiene and comfort for all our patrons.  

Under the capable oversight of Councillor Gold, we successfully hosted multiple film 

shows and events, enriching the cultural experience of our community.  

The addition of handrails to the stage steps has improved accessibility, ensuring safe 

ingress and egress for all individuals utilizing our stage area.  

Our ongoing project to digitize the Portreeves photos is a testament to our 

dedication to preserving and showcasing the rich history of Callington for future 

generations.  

Despite one vacant unit, I am pleased to report that the Pannier Market is operating 

at full capacity, with satisfied tenants contributing to the vibrant atmosphere of our 

town centre.  

In closing, I want to express my gratitude to each member of the Town Hall and 

Premises Committee for their unwavering support and dedication throughout the 

year. Together, we have achieved remarkable progress and set a strong foundation 

for the continued success of our Town Hall. Thank you for your time, effort, and 

commitment. 

 

Outside Services Committee – Chair Cllr Gold 

The Outside Services Committee have been battling with the weather over the last 

year – we have had a very high level of rain which has hampered work being done, 

especially grass cutting. But even so, staff have been extremely busy over the last 

year with trying to maintain the high level of work that is expected of the Outside 

Services Committee but this has not been an easy thing to manage.  

The main project this last year was the installation in Launceston Road Recreation 

Park of the Multi-Use Games Area. This project should have taken about ten weeks 

but ended up being about six months. This was due to the weather, especially when 

the area flooded because of the poor drainage which the Contractors immediately 

rectified. There was also a problem with the fitting of the Football posts and we had 

to wait for the markings until the rain stopped. However, the facility has now been 

completed and is getting a lot of use by youngsters and is a valuable asset to the 
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town’s recreational facilities. This was partly funded from the Community 
Infrastructure Levy bid the Council were successful in securing, as well as the S106 

monies from Baker’s Estate.  
The other project this year has been the new equipment installed in Tamar Close 

Park. The old wooden equipment was condemned last year following our Annual 

Park inspection. The park was immediately closed and new equipment sourced. The 

new equipment is looking very modern and a vast improvement. We are now 

waiting for the installation of new fencing so it will smarten up the area.  

The Committee, along with members of the local community, have formed a 

‘Skatepark Group’ to move along the idea of building a brand new Skatepark in 
Saltash Road Park. This will be a modern, up-to-date facility for all ages. This project 

is going to take some time in coming to fruition as we have to secure funding to 

enable this to happen, but any ideas or suggestions please let the Town Council 

Office know. If you can support the project in any way with sponsorship, help with 

fund raising or are interested in joining the group please let us know.  

We are also in the process of getting quotes to replace some of the timber play 

equipment in Saltash Road Park. The equipment has seen better days and is in need 

of updating. Another area which is being improved is the small toddler play area in 

Rosemullion Gardens. We are working with an Artist to paint a ‘mural’ on the wall 
but also as a community project to clean the area and equipment.  

We continue to work with local groups and organisations, which help with projects 

throughout the town to ensure that the town is well kept. Thanks go to local 

businesses that already sponsor some of the flower beds. If you can help in any way 

please contact the Town Clerk.  

The Outside Services Committee will continue to work to make sure that Callington 

and Kelly Bray are maintained to the high standard that we all expect. 

 

Finance & General Purposes Committee – Chair Cllr Brooks 

Good evening, my name is Councillor Sharon Brooks. I am presently the Chair for 

Finance & General Purposes. It has been my honour to serve the community in this 

capacity for the past year. Coming from a financial background, my aim was to 

ensure that the financial resources were used efficiently. With the current financial 

crisis in the UK, every penny matters.  So, my focus was to keep within the financial 

budget that had been set and not to overspend. I am pleased to announce that I 

have achieved this.  

Town Forum –  Andrew Budd 

Andrew informed everyone that the Town Forum have donated £300 to Moon Dance 

Studios to help contribute towards travel expenses for their twelve members who 

have been selected to represent England in the Dance World Cup being held in the 

Czech Republic and have also donated £100 to the Callington Youth Project Group.  

 

Brendon Huggins – Chair - Michael Green 

Mr Green expressed his condolences to the late Mr Tredinnick who passed away last 

year.  He was a long standing Committee member to the Brendon Huggins Trust and 

is greatly missed.  

The charity is responsible for Alms housing in Callington. The AGM has been held and 

property inspections completed. Generally in good condition with some minor repairs 
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required. The rent on these properties has remained unchanged for several years. 

Trustees for the Labouring Poor – Trustee – Cllr Maria Coakley 

The labouring Poor Committee met this month for the annual Allotment meeting. 

It was well attended. 

A new Chairperson was voted in, Callington Town Councillor Maria Coakley.    

Also a new Trustee joined the Committee, Mark Howe. 

The allotment holders have started up an Allotment Association. 

The Allotment holders would like to have parking space on the allotment site. The 

tenants have been tasked to look in to the cost of this, bringing their quotes back to 

the Trustees for approval. 

One of the allotment tenants has offered to take on the grass cutting of the 

allotment site. This will free up time for Outside Service Team, allowing them to 

focus on other jobs. The Trustees are waiting for a copy of the insurance and a quote 

from the gentleman who has offered his services.  

Last year we held a Scarecrow competition. This was agreed to continue for a second 

year. 

This competition will be open to the Labouring Poor tenants on the site. 

We are due to have Allotment inspection on the 30 of April 2024. 

And finally, on behalf of the Trustees, we would like to thank Callington Town 

Councillor, Karen Gold for all the good work that she put in to the Labouring Poor. 

 

Constabulary – Representative read by Cllr Watson 

I am pleased to provide an Annual Report to the Council on behalf of the North 

Cornwall Police Sector, which Callington, Calstock, Gunnislake, St Anns Chapel and the 

surrounding villages are a part of. The Sector Neighbourhood Team comprises of an 

Inspector, a Sergeant, four constables and three Police Community Support Officers, 

with recruitment and training of further officers ongoing at the time of writing.  

Inspector Greg Hodgkiss has joined the North Cornwall Sector as the new Sector 

Inspector earlier this year. Inspector Hodgkiss comes from the world of Specialist 

Operations and until 2023 carried a firearm most working days for around 18 years 

as a Constable, Sergeant and Inspector on the Armed Response Team, Tactical 

Firearms Team and Roads Policing; having held previous roles as an Operational 

Firearms Commander and National Police Firearms Tactics Advisor across Cornwall, 

Devon and nationally. He will attend the Tamar to Moor CAP Meetings and 

welcomes the opportunity to meet you.  

Sergeant Jon Stutley joined the Neighbourhood Team in March 2022 as Temporary 

Sergeant and has since been confirmed in post and will remain the Neighbourhood 

Team Leader for the foreseeable future. In his ten years of policing, he has worked 

predominantly in East Cornwall, including in roles in Patrol, Neighbourhood, Lost 

Person Search and Rescue, and Evidence-Based Policing, with experience in serious 

sexual offence investigation and Roads Policing.  

PC Jess Floyd and PCSO Jo Addems remain your dedicated officers for the town and 

are supported by the rest of the North Cornwall Neighbourhood Team. The area is 

also patrolled 24/7 by Patrol Teams, who respond to emergency and non-emergency 

calls for service.  

Due to technical problems with our new records systems, we are unable to publish 

crime figures as we usually do; however, we monitor crime trends on a weekly basis 

and discuss them in our fortnightly team meetings, where our priorities are set. I am 
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pleased to say that crime rates in Callington remain comparatively low, and that 

areas around Callington are statistically some of the safest areas in the country, 

according to research done by national organisations.  

Work done by the team in Callington in recent months has included the following:  

• Search warrants planned and executed by PC Floyd with the support of other 

departments have seen thousands of pounds worth of drugs and criminal property 

removed from the streets, and stolen property returned to owners.  

• The A388 was designated as a “High Harm” Route last year. This designation 
means that the road attracts increased patrols from the Roads Policing and Armed 

Response Team, as well as work from the Safety Camera Partnership. The No Excuse 

Team are often on the roads in this area too, driving high-performance, unmarked 

vehicles.  

They tend to “hunt as a pack” and can deal with most criminality, as well as 
motoring offences. • The No Excuse Team recently intercepted a local drug dealer’s 
vehicle, following intelligence collated by PC Floyd, arresting both the driver and a 

passenger and seizing £1500 worth of Class A drugs and £1500 in cash, which we are 

looking to seize and give back to the community under the Proceeds of Crime Act, to 

deny them the opportunity to profit from criminal activity.  

• PC Floyd has identified persistent young offenders and pursued them through the 

Antisocial Behaviour Process, with them being referred to the Youth Justice Service 

where criminality has been identified. We have seen a noticeable reduction in 

antisocial behaviour reported to us and a significant reduction in those currently in 

the ASB Process.  

• Cornwall Trading Standards have recently completed a Week of Action in the area, 
where they have been targeting doorstep crime, rogue traders, illicit tobacco supply, 

sales of ‘vapes’ to the underage, student scams, and illegal pet importation.  

 

Plenty of less “exciting” work goes on day-to-day which is not reported or cannot be 

reported, due to the nature of what or who is involved. Our number one priority as a 

Force is the prevention of violence against women and girls, which reflects an 

alarming national trend. We are also prioritising persistent and serious antisocial 

behaviour, shoplifting and the prevention of serious road collisions.  

I would like to finish on a spectacular result last month in Truro Crown Court, which 

came about as a direct result of the hard work of PCSO Jo Addems and the team in 

Callington.  

On 04th March, we saw five men sentenced at the culmination of the case known as 

Operation Modular, heard at Truro Crown Court. This was the result of a few years 

of hard work, investigating a conspiracy that first came to our attention in October 

2021, following a search warrant that took place based on intelligence gained by Jo 

and the Callington team. Supported by Royal Mail, our own Communications Data 

Investigators, and Force Intelligence Bureau, parcels weighing a total of 47 

kilogrammes of Class A drugs were mapped entering Cornwall from Liverpool. The 

total weight of the packages being returned to Liverpool (containing cash) was over 

107 kilogrammes. The estimated value of these packages, depending on the 

denomination of notes, may have been as much as £4.37 million pounds.  

The case was described by Judge Carr as “one of, if not the largest, importation of 
Class A drugs conspiracies that Cornwall has ever seen”. The sentences passed are as 
follows:  
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• Shaun Quinn, Liverpool, leading role: 12 years  
• Simon Mitchell, Saltash, significant role, 10 years  
• Daniel Stanton, Liverpool, significant role, 9 years  
• John Arnaud, Saltash, significant role, 8 years  

• Daniel Bridson, Liverpool, significant role, 8 years  
These sentences are after discount for early pleas has been applied and the full 

article can be viewed here: News Article - Devon & Cornwall Police (devon-

cornwall.police.uk)  

It is important to stress that the whole team: your PCSOs, your local Police Officers, as 

well as detectives, surveillance units, researchers, analysts, and police staff are 

working together to achieve these results, and the amount of work that goes into 

this, even to get to the planning stage, is phenomenal. I am proud of the work being 

done to make and keep Callington a safe place. 

Fire Service- Representative –  

No report received  

 

4.  Open Session - An opportunity for any parishioner of any age to ask questions or 
raise concerns. 
 

Mr Carey   

Mr Carey gave a brief update on the Callington Youth Project Group. They are now a 

registered Charity and would like to be recognised as a Callington Charity next year. 

With the last couple of years of the mini bus making weekly trips into Saltash to the 

LiveWire site, they have now secured a permanent lease for two years within the old 

Lloyds Bank building in Fore Street, Callington. There will be a Grand Opening on 

Wednesday 24
th

 April at 3:30pm. Everyone is welcome to come along and have a 

look around. It will then be open weekly to the youth of the town aged 13-21 every 

Wednesday 4pm-7pm. To end, Mr Carey added that he would welcome and 

encourage the support from Callington Town Council.  

 

 Mr M Green raised the following items: 

The lining at the Saltash Road roundabout needs redoing as it’s very worn and hard to 

see. Cllr Long will look into this.  

The fingerposts dotted around the Town are in a bad state of repair.  Andrew Budd 

said that the Town Forum looked into this but it proved too huge a task to undertake. 

Mr Green praised the trees that line Southern Road.  

Lastly, Mr Green reported that the Zip-Line is noisy and needs investigating. It was 

noted this will be checked.  

 

Ali Humphries  

The Recycling for Charity project saves items to be recycled, and raise money for 

charity. Manufacturers dictate what can be sent to TerraCycle to be processed and 

pay directly to the nominated charity Kicks Count who aims to reduce UK stillbirths.  

In May 2023 the targets was smashed passed £10,000 milestone and currently stand 

at £13,000 raised, with hopefully another £2000 to be added next month (May 2024 

Biscuit wrapper bonus).  Amazing we can raise this sort of money on items usually 

thrown away, but can be made into new products like, garden furniture, water butts 

etc thanks to TerraCycle.  
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 With the new Cornwall Council kerbside waste collection service in operation, the 

emphasis is on everyone to recycle even more. With our project we can help people 

reduce the contents of their new black wheelie bin or sack, so long as it is on our list. 

We have attended some of the local Cornwall Council drop in roadshows and had a 

great response from Cornwall Council, Biffa and Suez representatives and have been 

able to promote our project. We are on a waiting list to visit the refurbished 

recycling centre at Bodmin.   

Over the Christmas season we collected plastic sweet tubs and plastic milk bottle 

tops for Devon Contract Waste Polymers, in total we filled 6 builders’ dumpy bags 
full. These were recycled into plastic picnic tables and raised £1500 for Dartmoor 

Zoo and Life Trust charities AND WE WON a bench for collecting the most tubs 

amongst 80 locations. The bench has been donated to S. Petherwin primary school, 

which collected 3000 tubs. Our volunteers had the opportunity to visit DCW in 

Exeter to see the whole process up close and ask questions.  

The project relies on its fantastic volunteers who monitor and empty collection 

points, sort and box up… the project is restricted in its growth by the number of 

volunteers. A big thank you to the locations that let us site collection boxes. Thank 

you locally to Callington Tesco, Callington Library and Callington Town Hall. And now 

Callington Youth Project. 

We’re looking forward to Mayfest where we will have a stall and we will also be 

managing the waste/recycling stations, collecting and reporting. We’ll be doing 
similar at Honey Fair.  

To cover our costs of printing, parcel tape, more parcels more we collect all types of 

ink cartridges to be recycled.  

Check the list of accepted items on our web page at www.south-hill.co.uk/charity-

recycling and join our Facebook group and check The Callington newsletter for 

updates.  

Cllr. Mark Smith asked if groups could apply for money from them.  

The main charity is KICKS COUNT but they do also support local schools, charities & 

good causes when they can. 

We raise additional funds from recycling drinks cans and also have held a number of 

toy swaps. We always have many more toys after a swap and these are used at 

various events where people can donate to a nominated charity, or they are given to 

schools, good causes to use in their events to raise funds. Soft toys given to Ukraine 

and Gambia appeals. In the last few months we have raised £500 for Callington Food 

Bank giving toys away for a donation £300 was raised at Callington Tesco lobby 

giving away soft toys. £37 was raised on toys at St. Ive for Autism Awareness event. 

We won a picnic table for St. Stephens school in Launceston. We bought a 

discounted picnic bench from DCW for Upton Cross council/school. 

 

Mr Howe raised the following items: 

Mr Howe provided his view of the working and commitment of councillors and staff. 

He praised the Cornwall Council street cleaner who he said does a brilliant job. 

He felt that there seems to be some complacency within the staff. 

Mr Howe was invited to discuss his views further with the Town Clerk. 

 

 There being no further business the meeting was closed at 7:44pm. 
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