ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE

Callington Council Chambers

d e 10™ October 2024 at 7pm

Inaugural Meeting Minutes

PRESENT: LoNG (AL), Pounp (SP), CLLR RAPHAEL (CR)

OFFICERS: TowN CLERK (TC)

1.

Welcome

Cllr Pound, as Portreeve, welcomed everyone

Apologies

Cllr Smith

Election of Chair

Proposed by Clir Pound seconded by Cllr Long and unanimously agreed to elect
Cllr Raphael as Chair of the Environment Committee

Cllr Pound handed the meeting over to Cllr Raphael

Election of Vice-Chair

Cllr Raphael suggested that this be deferred to another meeting due to the small
number of attendees at the meeting. This was unanimously agreed

Terms of Reference
These had been circulated prior to the meeting.

Proposed by Clir Pound seconded by ClIr Long and unanimously agreed to
approve and adopt the Terms of Reference

Initial Priorities and Projects

Trees - ClIr Raphael spoke about the Tree Equity Project and how he hoped to
increase Callington’s rating so that the town is eligible for a tree package. The
minimum package was 40 fruit bearing trees so thought would need to be given
as to where they could be planted. Discussions took place regarding previously
talked about Community Orchard in Launceston Road but this had been
considered too large a project for requirements. Cllr Pound spoke about an
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initiative in Newquay that could be replicated.

Clir Long suggested that the Town Council continue to work with Forest for
Cornwall as they have the experience and knowledge of planting trees and they
want to plant more trees. He suggested that the Chair have a conversation with
them to express an interest in having more trees. They could also assist in
which trees would be appropriate to reduce carbon

A discussion took place as to where more trees could be planted, suggestions
were:

e Cemetery —small, ornamental trees

e Areas around the housing estates — hardy UK trees, fruit bearing and
pollinators

e Paddock area at Asshyton Gardens

e Amenity land at Meadowbrook (Baker Estates)

Planning - With regard to future planning and developments, it was suggested
that the Town Council agree a policy when looking at planning applications and
initiate a ‘wish list’ for new developments.

Although it would be difficult for the Town Council to stipulate initiatives for
‘green’ housing developments due to Planning Policy it could request that the
Planning Officer looks closely at designs of new developments (Environmental
Standards)

When considering new Planning application the Planning Committee needs to
ask questions and ask about the environmental impact.

Solar Panels — ClIr Long suggested that this be looked into again, that things had
changed since this idea was previously looked out. Grants may be available.

Litter picking — It was agreed to re-activate the litter pick group. An audit of the
current equipment would take place and a litter pick would be arranged for the
weekend before Remembrance. The litter picks would start properly from 16™

November. This would be advertised in the newsletter

Gas boiler — the Council is building up a fund for an Eco Boiler, but could the
Town Council get away from gas? This would be a longer term project and
would need to planned for.

Hedgerows — and understanding of what Cornish hedgerows are is required
when new housing developments are considered. Hedgerows need to be
included in new developments rather than wooden fencing. Could developers
be guided in the right direction, under Reserved Matters applications.

Re-purposing and recycling clothes, toys etc — Clir Pound asked where these
could be taken as the recycling banks in the town are always full. Suggestions




were:
e Sending Love to Ukraine — there was always a demand for clothes etc.
There are two drop off points in Callington.
e PUMA —Plymouth Ukraine Medical Aid
e Hope for Ukraine — HFU.org
e Red Cross
e St Petrocs
e Sheikinah Mission

Checks would need to be made to ascertain what they needed and what they
can’t take.

It was suggested that contact details/website addresses for these organisations
be listed in the Callington News.

Perhaps leaflets could be dropped off at the DCFA events.

Could these charities be given a space in the town to allow people to drop off
unwanted clothes, toys etc? Perhaps the free car park?

Collaboration with External Organisations

SHARE - South Hill Parish (Alison Humphreys)
Town Forum

CYPG

Churches

Larger national organisations (WI, Lions, Rotary)

Hiring Policy — when hiring out the facilities for larger events, could the Town
Council ask that no plastic are used, where possible?

Tool Library — could the Town Council host one? It was felt that space was an
issue as well as staff capacity. Could the Town Forum help with this?

Setting the date for the next meeting

TBC

Any Other Business

Cllr Raphael apologized as he would not be present at the Full Council meeting
to give a summary of this meeting. Would one of the other Councillors present
be able to give the report? This was agreed

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.16pm




