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1 Introduction  

1.1 This report presents a Sustainability Check of Callington and Kelly Bray Pre-submission 

Consultation Draft (Regulation 14) Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).  The Callington 

and Kelly Bray Neighbourhood Plan applies to the civil parish area of Callington, Cornwall. 

1.2 This Sustainability Check reflects the intentions of a more formal Sustainability Appraisal (SA) 

and aims to predict and assess the social, environmental and economic effects that are likely to 

arise from the adoption of the NDP, to ensure that the strategies and policies within this 

contribute to and promote sustainable development.  

1.3 The Callington and Kelly Bray NDP Steering Group considered carrying out a full SA (which is not 

a requirement of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012).  A screening for 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) was 

undertaken to determine if these assessments would be required for the NDP. 

1.4 Cornwall Council confirmed in writing that the Callington and Kelly Bray Neighbourhood 

Development Plan is unlikely to have significant effects on the environment or on European 

Sites and that Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) or Habitats Regulations Assessment 

(HRA) is not required. 

1.5 The Council’s letter can be viewed at:  Cornwall Council Screening Decision (April 2023) 

1.6 It was decided that applying a ‘lighter touch’ Sustainability Check would be less resource 

intensive, whilst achieving suitable outcomes to inform the NDP making process.  It is good 

practice to carry out a Sustainability Check as it provides a useful means to assess plan 

proposals against a set of sustainability objectives - the intention being to help avoid negative 

environmental and socio-economic effects and to identify opportunities to improve the 

environmental quality of the area and the prosperity and quality of life of residents through the 

NDP.  

1.7 This report sets out how the Sustainability Check was applied to the Callington and Kelly Bray 

NDP and the results of this.   

  

https://callington-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Cornwall-Council-Screening-Decision-April-2023.pdf
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2 The Sustainability Check Process 

2.1 When adopted, The Callington and Kelly Bray NDP will sit within a framework of higher level 

planning documents, including the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Cornwall’s 
Local Plan. The Cornwall Local Plan: Strategic Policies 2010-2030 (Local Plan) was adopted in 

November 2016 and was subject to a SA/SEA (further details available at www.cornwall.gov.uk). 

2.2 For consistency, the Sustainability Check of the NDP reflects the ‘SA Framework’ which was 
used for the SA process on the Local Plan. The SA Framework is a framework of 19 themes that 

are aligned along the three dimensions of sustainable development; environmental, social, and 

economic. 

2.3 Table 1 summarises the Themes and Objectives in the sustainability check framework, and 

Annex A to this document includes appraisal questions which were used in the detailed 

assessment of policies. 

Table 1: Sustainability Check Framework - Themes and Objectives 

 Theme Sustainability Objectives 

E
n

vi
ro

n
m

e
n

ta
l 

Climatic Factors To reduce our contribution to climate change through a reduction in greenhouse 

gas emissions. 

To increase resilience to climate change and reduce vulnerability. 

Waste To minimise the generation of waste and encourage greater reuse and recycling of 

materials in accordance with the waste hierarchy. 

Minerals and 

Geodiversity 

To minimise the consumption of mineral resources and ensure sustainable 

management of these resources 

To conserve, enhance and restore the condition of geodiversity in the county. 

Soil To minimise the use of undeveloped land and protect and enhance soil quality. 

To encourage and safeguard local food production. 

Air To reduce air pollution and ensure air quality continues to improve. 

Water To reduce the risk of flooding and vulnerability to flooding, sea level rise and 

coastal erosion. 

To maintain and enhance water quality and reduce consumption and increase 

efficiency of water use. 

Biodiversity To conserve, enhance and restore the condition and extent of biodiversity in the 

county and allow its adaptation to climate change. 

Landscape To protect and enhance the quality of the natural, historic and cultural landscape 

and seascape. 

Maritime To encourage clean, healthy, productive and diverse waters; To protect coastal 

areas and ensure sustainable maritime environments. 

Historic 

Environment 

To protect and enhance the quality and local distinctiveness of the historic 

environment. 

Design To promote and achieve high quality, locally distinctive design, sustainable land 

use and sustainable built development. 

S
o

ci
a
l 

Social Inclusion To reduce poverty and social exclusion and provide opportunities for all to 

participate fully in society. 

Crime and Anti-

Social Behaviour 

To reduce crime, anti-social behaviour and fear of crime. 

Housing To meet the needs of the local community in terms of general market, affordable, 

adaptable and decent housing. 

http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/
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 Theme Sustainability Objectives 

Health, Sport and 

Recreation 

To improve health through the promotion of healthier lifestyles and improving 

access to open space and health, recreation and sports facilities. 

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 

Economic 

Development 

To support a balanced and low carbon economy that meets the needs of the area 

and promotes a diverse range of quality employment opportunities. 

Education and 

Skills 

To maximise accessibility for all to the necessary education, skills and knowledge 

to play a full role in society. 

Transport and 

Accessibility 

To improve access to key services and facilities by reducing the need to travel and 

by providing safe and sustainable travel choices.   

To reduce traffic congestion and minimise transport related greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

Energy To encourage the use of renewable energy, increase energy efficiency and security 

and reduce fuel poverty. 

2.4 The Callington and Bray NDP sets out both parish projects and development policies.  The 

policies will form part of the statutory Development Plan for the area, along with Cornwall 

Council’s development plan documents.  These policies will have direct bearing on planning 

decision-making in the area.   

2.5 The Projects identified in the plan are community-driven aspirational actions to help achieve 

the overarching vision for the area.  The Vision for Callington and Kelly Bray was adopted by 

Callington Town Council on 25th February 2020 and sets out a framework for change based 

around an overarching Vision and key objectives.   

2.6 Consideration of how the Draft Callington and Kelly Bray NDP performs against the 

Sustainability themes and objectives was carried out during the preparation of the plan, and 

positive outcomes for the environment, community and prosperity were fundamental to all 

objectives, projects and policies. 

2.7 An independent, external Sustainability Check was also engaged in order to ensure the 

decisions of the NDP Steering Group adequately reflect the sustainable development 

aspirations.  The Callington and Kelly Bray Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group have considered 

this Sustainability Check of overall plan including consideration of the following elements: 

• The Vision, 

• The NDP Objectives, 

• Parish Projects, and, 

• Each of the 11 NDP Policies. 
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3 Sustainability Check Vision, Objectives and Projects 

Assessment of Vision and Objectives 

3.1 The vision for Callington and Kelly Bray was developed by members of the community following 

consultation and surveys and ‘A Vision for Callington and Kelly Bray’ (the Vision) was adopted 

on 25th February 2020. The vision is a positive and forward-looking statement which has 

environmental, social and economic sustainability at its heart.  The vision has a very strong 

focus on direct environmental and social/community improvements.  There is some mention of 

economic benefits, though greater economic benefits are evident in the review of projects and 

policies. 

 

A Vision for 2030 (Abbreviated) 

Callington and Kelly Bray in 2030 are thriving-places set within the rolling Cornish countryside 

overlooked, … by Kit Hill which defines the local landscape. …. The Callington area is a sought-

after place to live... (a) success story for the local community which declared a climate 

emergency in 2019 - in response to growing concerns about the impact of everyday life on the 

future of the environment for future generations.   

Callington is a focal point for a wider community of smaller settlements … Together the town 

and surrounding villages have made great strides towards creating a sustainable network that 

has risen to the challenges of a changing world. 

Fore Street is at the civic heart of the changing Callington community ... Following greening and 

pedestrianisation …  the street (will become) an improved focus for the town – a great place to 

visit local shops; cafés; pubs; a place to live and to work; … to visit the local farmers and 

produce market ... Fore Street is connected by its narrow lanes to the new green square next to 

the entrance to the market and the town hall. New shops and homes in the town centre, the 

new transport hub and the Callington Innovation centre have all helped to make it a busier and 

more attractive place to be. 

The greening of Callington has made for a much more attractive and ecologically rich 

environment. Tree planting, opportunities for growing food throughout the area, Building with 

Nature designs for new housing areas, the opening up of the St Mary’s Church graveyard 

garden for public use and new pedestrian links to the cricket and bowling clubs and investment 

in the town park make for a much greener town centre. 

Callington and Kelly Bray are renowned for being clean, green and safe – big lorries and trucks 

no longer thunder through the middle of the town creating noise and air pollution and safety 

concerns – these now take a different route outside the town. The main streets of Callington are 

now safe places to walk and cycle – the new cycle lane linking Kelly Bray and the centre of town 

has made a huge difference. A tree for every home – the ambitious tree planting programme 

introduced in 2022 continues to reinforce the area as one of the greenest in Cornwall. The 

greening of the former trunk road through the middle of town has helped to inspire a town and 

community that is increasingly being characterised by its environmental credentials. 
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3.2 This vision has been mapped to 6 objectives: 

• Healthy and Sustainable Places to Live 

• Quality Homes for Everyone 

• Stronger Community 

• Local Job Opportunities 

• Beautiful Town Centre 

• Green Transport 

3.3 The following table provides an assessment of the objectives against the sustainability check 

framework identified by Cornwall Council as part of the SA/SEA scoping process (table 1). 

Table 3-1 Assessment of Objectives 

Environmental Sustainability 

• Climatic Factors 

• Soil 

• Air 

• Water 

• Minerals & Geodiversity 

• Landscape 

• Waste 

• Biodiversity 

• Historic Environment 

• Design 

• Maritime 

 

NDP Objective Sustainability Objective 

Healthy and Sustainable 

Places to Live 

• Recycling opportunities reduce waste and conserve energy 

• Green spaces support biodiversity, soils, air quality 

• Local food growing opportunities supports soils and reduces carbon 

footprint 

Quality Homes for 

Everyone 

• Energy efficient design reduces carbon 

• Focus on quality conserves embedded carbon in construction 

Stronger Community • Parks and play areas can make a modest contribution to biodiversity 

Local Job Opportunities • Reducing out-commuting and the need to travel has direct benefits 

on emissions from transport 

• Additional focus on farming and “the green economy” potentially 
indirectly benefits waste and carbon etc. 

Beautiful Town Centre 

• Greening of the town through tree planting which improves air 

quality and sequesters carbon 

• Reinforcing existing businesses and reducing the need to travel  

• Historic Environment and improved design in the public realm are 

directly supported through this objective. 

Green Transport 

 

• Active travel reduces emissions and carbon 

• Better connections to nearby settlements reducing the need for those 

residents to travel farther to larger settlements. 

Social Sustainability 

• Social Inclusion 

• Crime/Anti-Social Behaviour 

• Housing 

• Health, Sport and Recreation 

NDP Objective Sustainability Objective 

Healthy and Sustainable 

Places to Live 

• Local food growing and sport and green spaces support human 

health and opportunities for greater social inclusion 

Quality Homes for 

Everyone 

• Adequate housing underpins human health and social inclusion, in 

particular energy efficient homes 

Stronger Community • Supports social inclusion and reduces crime and anti-social behavior 

Local Job Opportunities • Employment supports human health (directly through activity and 

indirectly through improved access to housing & nutrition etc.) 
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Beautiful Town Centre • Creating spaces for social interaction improves social inclusion 

• Improved public realm can help reduce the fear of crime and crime. 

Green Transport • Public transport and active travel moves people from being isolated in 

cars and encourages interaction within the community 

• Active travel supports human health 

Economic Dimensions of sustainability 

• Economic Development  

• Education and Skills 

 

• Transport and Accessibility 

• Energy 

NDP Objective Sustainability Objective 

Healthy and Sustainable Places to 

Live 

• Support for community services including education and 

transport improves economic opportunities 

Quality Homes for Everyone • Energy efficient homes reduce fuel poverty which leaves 

households with more money to spend in the local 

economy. 

Stronger Community • Community infrastructure (schools, healthcare) creates jobs 

which improves economic self-containment. 

• Community events may improve turnover for town centre 

commercial enterprises. 

Local Job Opportunities • Quality employment sites attract new business and support 

existing business to grow. 

Beautiful Town Centre • Supports existing town centre commercial businesses & 

makes space to accommodate additional (eg street trade 

during markets) 

• Supports the tourism offer in this area. 

Green Transport • Improved access to transport increases potential 

employment opportunities (benefiting business and 

individuals) 

 

Summary of findings 

3.4 These objectives have been tested against the sustainability themes in considering the detailed 

identified in the Cornwall Sustainability Check Framework (Annex 1).  Individually and 

collectively, these have been found to be positive in all three dimensions of sustainability.  

There are no significant negative impacts; any negative environmental impacts will be 

temporary (e.g. during consultation) and small scale and will be mitigated by significant 

‘greening’ and landscaping. 
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4 Assessment of Projects and Proposals 

4.1 The objectives above are supported by 52 individual Parish projects which have been identified.  

Many of the projects are statements of intent and support rather than specific proposals, 

including those linked to the NDP Policies.  For the assessment we have considered each project 

in relation to the three dimensions of sustainable development.  The assessment is summarised 

in Table 4-1.   

4.2 52 projects are identified in the plan are broadly grouped around the key objectives of: 

• a beautiful town centre; 

• green transport 

• a stronger community;  

• quality homes for everyone;  

• local job opportunities; and 

• securing a healthy and sustainable place to live. 

Method 

4.3 A detailed review of against each of the 24 sustainability objectives/indicators for each project 

was not proportionate.  Instead each project was reviewed and considered against these 

objectives in each of the three dimensions of sustainability (environmental, social, economic).  

As the review was found to be individually and collectively positive in supporting sustainable 

development, detailed proforma assessments on each project were not considered necessary. 

4.4 Each project was assessed and findings summarised in Table 4-1 with the following assessment 

summary score:  

 direct positive/negative impact 

 indirect or minor positive/negative 

 fairly balanced, positive & negative impacts 

A ‘blank’ assessment means no / limited impact or not applicable. 

4.5 Temporary negative impacts during times of change (eg construction) are acknowledged and 

where appropriate these are discussed in the detailed sustainability assessment of NDP Policies.  

4.6 The Policy reference in Table 4-1 shows where specific projects are enabled through specific 

NDP Policies which are assessed in more detail in Section 4 of this report. 
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Table 4-1 Projects Sustainability Assessment 

Project Environ Social Economic NDP Policy 

Ref 

01 Cleaner, greener and safer    1,2,4 

02 A new route for lorries    4 

03 Improvements to A388    4 

04 Enhance green space     

05 A Forest for Callington & Kelly Bray     

06 Callington with flowers     

07 Building with Nature    1,2 

08 A safe plan for pedestrians    4 

09 Support existing employers     6,7,8,9,11 

10 Supporting proposed mining industry    6,8,9,11 

11 Innovation Centre for Callington     6,8,9,11 

12 New employment sites    6,12,9 

13 Supporting the town centre     5 

14 Remodelling and greening Fore Street    5 

15 Temporary closing of Fore Street     5 

16 New Road (north) car park    5 

17 Historic building enhancement    5 

18 Shopfront facelift scheme    5 

19 Callington Lanes    5 

20 Callington Town Market    5 

21 School Lane    5 

22 Garage redevelopment opportunity    5 

23 St Mary’s Square enhancement    5 

24 Church Street    5 

25 New Road kiosks    5 

26 New market place and entrance to the market    5 

27 Transport Hub for Callington    5 

28 Connecting Cricket Club & Bowling Club    5 

29 Pride in Kelliwik     

30 Callington art     

31 New health and care facilities      

32 Eat healthy in Callington     

33 Community events     

34 Primary School     

35 Secondary School     

36 Village Hall for Kelly Bray    10 

37 Saltash Road Park     

38 Housing for Callington    11 

39 Housing in the town centre    5 

40 Housing for Kelly Bray    10 

41 Residential design quality     1,2,10,11 

42 Improving existing housing stock          

43 Providing homes for all needs    1,2,10,11 

44 Redesignation of A388 through Callington    4 
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Project Environ Social Economic NDP Policy 

Ref 

45 Management of HGVs in the town centre    4,11 

46 Mustard Seed improvements (A388 junction)    4 

47 Florence Road improvements    4 

48 Saltash Road priority change    4,11 

49 Cycle Lane linking Kelly Bray & Callington    4 

50 Safe pedestrian plans    4 

51 Kelly Bray speed reduction     4,10 

52 Town legibility plan    4 

4.7 Notes on project assessment 

• 02 A new route for lorries  

Environment: potential for some induced demand raising vehicle numbers, offset by 

improvements to Local Air Quality  

• 10 Supporting proposed mining industry 

This project recognises that mining is an excluded development in policy terms, 

however this project is solely focused on improving communication between 

extractive industries and the local community which will improve social inclusion and 

community wellbeing. 

• 13 Supporting the town centre & 

20 Callington Town Market 

Minor environmental benefits in reducing the need to travel (emissions) for local 

needs retail and services. 13 Supporting the town centre, 20 Callington Town Market                     

• 32 Eat healthy in Callington 

may deliver Environmental benefits in relation to potential orchards and allotments. 

• 42 Improving existing housing stock 

may deliver economic benefits IF businesses involved in retrofit use local labour 

supply or materials; also indirect economic benefit as reduced spending on fuel leave 

more to be spent locally on essential needs. 

• 47 Florence Road improvements & 

48 Saltash Road priority change 

displacing traffic might improve local environmental quality (LEQ) due to traffic 

emissions, but this largely moves emissions to different location. 

Summary of findings 

4.8 Individually, and cumulatively, the projects identified are positive and support sustainable 

development. The strongest focus on the projects is the social and community dimension which 

is understandable as the NDP focuses on community-driven priorities.   

4.9 Many of the projects are, in planning terms, acceptable in principle under county and national 

policy, and are not directly enabled through policies. However, inclusion of these provides a 

useful and important framework for energising the community and helping to target funding 

proposals. 
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5 Assessment of Policies – as part of statutory Development Plan 

5.1 The 11 Policies included in the NDP set out considerations for future development planning in 

the area.  Policies include allocations for housing and employment uses, along with those that 

are intended to guide new development and encourage high quality and sustainable 

development.  The policies are: 

• Policy 1 Better Design 

• Policy 2 Self and Custom Build Homes 

• Policy 3 Preventing Coalescence 

• Policy 4 Transport Enhancements 

• Policy 5 Town Centre Enhancements 

• Policy 6 Safeguard Existing Employment Land and Existing Allocations 

• Policy 7 Home Based Enterprise 

• Policy 8 Innovation Centre  

• Policy 9 Land West of Florence Road, Callington 

• Policy 10 Land South of Station Road, Kelly Bray 

• Policy 11 Land North of Saltash Road, Callington 

5.2 This report assesses the Callington and Kelly Bray NDP as proposed and does not assess specific 

sites or alternative options. 

5.3 This report should read alongside the report Callington and Kelly Bray Neighbourhood Plan Site 

Assessment (February 2023) which was commissioned following Cornwall Council's response to 

a Screening Opinion for the Draft Callington and Kelly Bray Neighbourhood Plan. 

5.4 This details how, following a ‘call for sites’, each site was assessed against a range of issues 

related to sustainability including environment, flood, character and landscape, topography and 

tree cover.  Sites particularly sensitive in terms of landscape or environment were discounted. 

5.5 The assessment of each of the 11 policies are presented in summary tables below.  For each 

sustainable check objective, the policy was scored as follows: 

 Likely to support the Sustainability Objective and IMPROVE overall sustainability 

→ Likely to neither undermine or contribute to meeting the Sustainability Objective 

 Likely to undermine the Sustainability Objective and potential diminish sustainability 

o Unknown or irrelevant to this element of the NDP 

5.6 The overall summary of policies is presented in Section 6 of this report. 

  

https://callington-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Callington-Kelly-Bray-NDP-Site-Assessment-Feb-2023.pdf
https://callington-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Callington-Kelly-Bray-NDP-Site-Assessment-Feb-2023.pdf
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Assessment of Development Policies 

Policy 1 Better Design  

5.7 Sets out design expectations with specific reference to the Callington and Kelly Bray Design 

Guide and other guidance. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors Driving higher energy efficiency: buildings 

more resilient to effect climate change. 
 

Waste No direct impact: referenced design guidance 

includes making space for recycling and waste. 
o 

Minerals and Geodiversity N/A – defer to county policy in relation to 

embedded carbon and resources 
o 

Soil Appropriate Density reference to reduce land 

take. 
 

Air N/A no direct impact o 

Water N/A no direct impact o 

Biodiversity No direct impact; referenced guidance features 

biodiversity protection/enhancement. 
o 

Landscape Requires proposals to reflect, preserve and 

enhance the local landscape . 
 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic Environment Reflect and preserve the built character 

including historic environment and Cornwall-

specific references 

 

Design Direct focus on local distinctiveness, higher 

quality design. 
 

Social Inclusion No direct impacts, though referenced Design 

guides includes integration of mixed tenure, 

designing out crime, access to recreation and 

countryside etc. 

 
Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour 

Housing 

Health, Sport and Recreation 

Economic Development Minor benefits in improved energy efficiency 

and better design encourages businesses 

development. 

 

Education and Skills N/A no direct impact o 

Transport and Accessibility No direct impact o 

Energy Driving higher energy efficiency supports 

growth of ‘Green’ industry. 
o 

5.8 No significant negative outcomes identified.  There is potential that high design quality pushes 

prices up for commercial and residential space which further exacerbates affordability issues.  

This is mitigated by the Plan’s positive approach to making space for additional housing and 

employment space which may help balance the market. 
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Policy 2 Self and Custom Build Homes 

5.9 Requirement for a percentage of self and custom build plots as part of major housing 

applications. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors N/A – though self / custom build are known to have 

higher energy efficiency than speculative housing. 
o 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and Geodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Soil N/A no direct impact o 

Air N/A no direct impact o 

Water N/A no direct impact o 

Biodiversity N/A no direct impact – local plan requirements for BNG 

ensure mitigation despite national BNG requirements 

not applying to self-build 

o 

Landscape N/A no direct impact o 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic Environment N/A no direct impact o 

Design Diversity of design is improvement over ‘identikit’ 
housing developments and better reflects 

historic/traditional scale development 

 

Social Inclusion Self builders are a distinct part of the community whose 

needs are underserved. 
 

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour N/A though self builders tend to build stronger 

community links and thus provide better informal 

neighbourhood oversight. 

o 

Housing Creating diversity in housing delivery improves quality, 

design and community. 
 

Health, Sport and Recreation N/A no direct impact o 

Economic Development It has been demonstrated that self/custom build 

construction has more than double the local spend 

(supply chain and labour) than volume build housing. 

 

Education and Skills N/A no direct impact o 

Transport and Accessibility Plots required to provide access to road and services  

Energy N/A – though self / custom build are known to have 

higher energy efficiency than speculative housing. 
o 

 

  



Callington and Kelly Bray Neighbourhood Plan 

 

 

 

Neighbourhood Planning – Sustainability Check  

December 2024 p. 14 

 

Policy 3 Preventing Coalescence 

5.10 Mapping and setting out a “green wedge” policy between the two largest settlements of the 
Parish. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors N/A no direct impact o 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and Geodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Soil Preserved area more likely for natural progression of soil 

health 
 

Air N/A no direct impact o 

Water Preserved area more likely to have better rainwater 

attenuation. 
 

Biodiversity Preserved area more likely to support biodiversity 

corridor. 
 

Landscape Protecting the rural gap directly strengthens the rural 

landscape 
 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic Environment Preserves local character and history  

Design Maintains/secures a strong sense of place  

Social Inclusion Reinforces independent community growth specific to 

the two main settlement. 
 

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour N/A no direct impact o 

Housing N/A no direct impact o 

Health, Sport and Recreation N/A no direct impact o 

Economic Development N/A no direct impact o 

Education and Skills N/A no direct impact o 

Transport and Accessibility N/A no direct impact o 

Energy N/A no direct impact o 

5.11 No significant negative impacts are identified.  However, this removes a large area of land from 

potential for housing and economic development.  This is mitigated by alternative allocations of 

land.  The resulting allocations outside the strategic gap may mean slightly longer travel times 

from Kelly Bray to any new community facilities, however this will be a limited impact. 
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Policy 4 Transport Enhancements 

5.12 Policy support for various town centre and transport Projects of the plan and requirements for 

development to provide pedestrian and cycle infrastructure and water management along 

carriageways. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors Requirement for foot and cycle access reduces carbon 

emissions 
 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and Geodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Soil N/A no direct impact o 

Air Increase in active travel and measures to manage town 

centre traffic reduces emissions and localised pollution 

impacts. 

 

Water Requirement for transport schemes to avoid flood risk 

areas and incorporate appropriate water management 

to reduce run-off is a direct positive. 

 

Biodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Landscape N/A no direct impact o 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic Environment The historic environment of the town centre will be 

enhanced through small scale improvements. 
 

Design Minor roadworks will create opportunities for 

improvements to the immediate built environment. 
 

Social Inclusion Active travel and public transport are accessible to a 

wider socio-economic range; normalising this aids 

social inclusion. 

 

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour N/A no direct impact o 

Housing N/A no direct impact o 

Health, Sport and Recreation N/A no direct impact o 

Economic Development Provision of active travel connections to employment 

space opens employment access for larger labour 

market. 

 

Education and Skills N/A no direct impact o 

Transport and Accessibility Requirement for foot and cycle access to nearby 

facilities & with other parts of Callington and Kelly 

Bray will improve accessibility. 

 

Energy N/A no direct impact o 

5.13 This policy and related projects are largely about re-configuration of existing transport 

infrastructure, as such environmentally damaging impacts of new road construction are 

avoided.  There is no mention in the NDP of electric vehicle charging, though this is picked up in 

Cornwall Council policy. 
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Policy 5 Town Centre Enhancements 

5.14 Explicit policy support for town centre projects. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors N/A no direct impact, though Tree planting in town 

centre represents very minor increase in carbon 

sequestration. 

o 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and Geodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Soil N/A no direct impact o 

Air Tree planting in town centre improves local air 

quality/pollution. 
 

Water N/A no direct impact o 

Biodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Landscape N/A no direct impact o 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic Environment Makes important historical landmarks more legible.,  

Design Redevelopment of garage improves local built 

environment; supports general uplift in town centre 

appearance. 

 

Social Inclusion Support for community and youth facilities  

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour Improvements to built environment decrease public 

tolerance for minor ASB. 
 

Housing N/A no direct impact o 

Health, Sport and Recreation Support for community and youth facilities; connecting 

cricket and bowls to town centre etc. 
 

Economic Development Several employment related projects support small 

enterprise (eg Enhancement of pannier market & new 

kiosks) 

 

Education and Skills Enhancement of the lane to the Primary School  

Transport and Accessibility Enhanced footways  

Energy N/A no direct impact o 
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Policy 6 Safeguard Existing Employment Land and Existing Allocations 

5.15 This policy does not allocate new sites but safeguards existing and allocated sites. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors N/A no direct impact o 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and Geodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Soil N/A no direct impact o 

Air N/A no direct impact o 

Water N/A no direct impact o 

Biodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Landscape N/A no direct impact o 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic Environment N/A no direct impact o 

Design N/A no direct impact o 

Social Inclusion Increased local employment opportunities helps 

integrate communities and improves opportunities 

for specific socio-economic groups. 

 

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour N/A no direct impact o 

Housing N/A no direct impact o 

Health, Sport and Recreation N/A no direct impact o 

Economic Development Ensuring delivery of specific employment sites, and 

adding policy weight to preventing loss of sites 

provide direct support for economy and enterprise. 

 

Education and Skills N/A no direct impact o 

Transport and Accessibility N/A no direct impact o 

Energy N/A no direct impact o 
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Policy 7 Home Based Enterprise 

5.16 Policy support for home based business requiring planning permission adding criteria related to 

amenity and impacts. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors N/A no direct impact o 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and Geodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Soil N/A no direct impact o 

Air N/A no direct impact o 

Water N/A no direct impact o 

Biodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Landscape N/A no direct impact o 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic Environment N/A no direct impact o 

Design N/A no direct impact o 

Social Inclusion N/A no direct impact o 

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour More people working in a community during the day 

improves community behavior oversight 
 

Housing Live/work opportunities may improve affordability for 

some households 
 

Health, Sport and Recreation N/A no direct impact o 

Economic Development Small scale, home-based enterprise contributes to 

community prosperity 
 

Education and Skills N/A no direct impact o 

Transport and Accessibility Home based businesses do not require commuting, 

however may increase need for trips to visit 

businesses in residential areas with poor access. 

→ 

Energy N/A no direct impact o 
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Policy 8 Innovation Centre  

5.17 Policy support for development of an innovation centre as part of the safeguarded employment 

sites (Policy 6) and on allocated sites. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors Specific active/public transport provisions contribute 

to reducing emissions 
 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and Geodiversity Within an area of general mineral rights, though 

evidence that surface rights not economically viable. 
→ 

Soil N/A no direct impact o 

Air Specific active/public transport provisions contribute 

to reducing emissions 
 

Water N/A no direct impact o 

Biodiversity N/A no direct impact o 

Landscape N/A no direct impact o 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic Environment N/A no direct impact o 

Design N/A no direct impact o 

Social Inclusion Increased Employment Opportunities improves social 

opportunities. 
 

Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour N/A no direct impact o 

Housing N/A no direct impact o 

Health, Sport and Recreation N/A no direct impact o 

Economic Development Securing high quality employment space supports 

existing and new businesses. 
 

Education and Skills An innovation centre environment allows cross-

fertilization and skills growth for employees. 
 

Transport and Accessibility Having requirement for new employment withing 10 

minute walk to public transport benefits community 

and supports existing and new routes: 

ensuring fast IT and communication infrastructure 

may benefit wider community 

 

Energy N/A no direct impact o 
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Assessment of Allocation Policies 

5.18 As noted above, these assessments report should read alongside the report Callington and Kelly 

Bray Neighbourhood Plan Site Assessment (February 2023) which references constraints and 

alternatives assessed.  

Policy 9 Land West of Florence Road, Callington 

5.19 Employment Allocation of 2.3 hectares. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors Introducing new business has minor increase in carbon 

footprint, however having employment closer to workforce 

reduces need to travel and opens opportunities for active / 

sustainable travel. 

→ 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and 

Geodiversity 

Within an area of general mineral rights, though evidence that 

surface rights are not economically viable. 
→ 

Soil Sterilization of small amount of open land. No land in 

Callington is classed as Grade 3a agricultural land.   
 

Air N/A no direct impact o 

Water N/A no direct impact – Flood zone 1; onsite SUDS deliverable. o 

Biodiversity Short term impacts mitigated by landscaping / GI 

requirements. 
→ 

Landscape Areas of green infrastructure providing opportunities for 

biodiversity enhancement,  

strategic landscaping improves appearance 

→ 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic Environment Close to Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape and 

heritage sites; mitigation identified.  Requires heritage 

investigations. 

→ 

Design N/A no direct impact o 

Social Inclusion Increased Employment Opportunities improves social 

opportunities. 
 

Crime and Anti-Social 

Behaviour 

N/A no direct impact 
o 

Housing N/A no direct impact o 

Health, Sport and 

Recreation 

N/A no direct impact 
o 

Economic Development Securing high quality employment space supports existing and 

new businesses. 
 

Education and Skills May introduce new opportunities for apprenticeships  

Transport and 

Accessibility 

Some transport improvements identified and new employment 

aides self-containment. 
 

Energy There will be energy demand, but there will be an opportunity 

to introduce or support renewable sector and new buildings 

will be more energy efficient. 

→ 

  

https://callington-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Callington-Kelly-Bray-NDP-Site-Assessment-Feb-2023.pdf
https://callington-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Callington-Kelly-Bray-NDP-Site-Assessment-Feb-2023.pdf
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Policy 10 Land South of Station Road, Kelly Bray 

5.20 Allocation of small site for community infrastructure, green infrastructure and around 40 

dwellings in Kelly Bray. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors New homes will be built to better environmental standards than 

existing stock. 

Individual carbon footprints would have same impact on climate 

change whether they lived in existing homes or these new homes.  

Minor highway improvement unlikely to create induced demand. 

→ 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and 

Geodiversity 

Within an area of general mineral rights, though evidence that 

surface rights are not economically viable. 
→ 

Soil No land in Callington is classed as Grade 3a agricultural land.  

Sterilization of small amount of open land. 
 

Air Potential for increased vehicle movements mitigated by location 

close to community  
→ 

Water N/A no direct impact – Flood zone 1; onsite SUDS deliverable. o 

Biodiversity Many mature trees surrounding site and BNG may require offsite 

enhancements.  Areas of green infrastructure provide some 

opportunities for biodiversity enhancement. 

→ 

Landscape Siting of allocation ensures limited impact and landscaping 

addresses immediate visual impact. 
→ 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic 

Environment 

Close to Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape and 

heritage sites; mitigation identified.  Requires heritage Impact 

assessment 

→ 

Design N/A no direct impact (See design policy 1) o 

Social Inclusion Inclusion of 30% affordable meets needs of specific socio 

economic groups and helps address affordability. Village hall is 

an important asset for community building. 

 

Crime and Anti-

Social Behaviour 

Community facilities help connect people and informal support 

networks can reduce ASB. 
 

Housing Delivery of new housing helps sustain community, and address 

affordability constraint. 
 

Health, Sport and 

Recreation 

Informal recreation and local food production identified; village 

hall provides opportunities for recreation. 
 

Economic 

Development 

Temporary increase in economic activity as a result of 

construction spend.   

Growth in population drives demand for local services and labour 

supply for employment. 

 

Education and Skills Growing population helps sustain schools and services.  

Transport & 

Accessibility 

Possible increase in vehicle trips offset by requirement location 

and road improvements  
→ 

Energy There will be energy demand, but there will be an opportunity to 

introduce or support the renewable sector and new buildings will 

be more energy efficient. 

→ 
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Policy 11 Land North of Saltash Road, Callington 

5.21 Large Major site allocation for homes, employment space, and infrastructure. 

 Potential Impacts Assess-

ment 

Climatic Factors New homes will be built to better environmental standards than 

existing stock. 

Individual carbon footprints would have same impact on climate 

change whether they lived in existing homes or these new homes.   

Road improvements may induce greater vehicle movements. 

→ 

Waste N/A no direct impact o 

Minerals and 

Geodiversity 

Within an area of general mineral rights, though evidence that 

surface rights are not economically viable. 
→ 

Soil No land in Callington is classed as Grade 3a agricultural land.  

Sterilization of several agricultural fields. 
 

Air Potential for increased vehicle movements mitigated by location 

close to community.  Road improvements delivered through 

development help shift HGV traffic away from town centre 

improving local air quality. 

→ 

Water N/A no direct impact – Flood zone 1; onsite SUDS deliverable. o 

Biodiversity Eastern portion of site, near junction of Southern Road appears 

unimproved and may have biodiversity value, which much of the 

area appears intensely farmed and is of less biodiversity value. 

→ 

Landscape Siting of allocation ensures limited impact and landscaping 

addresses immediate visual impact. 
→ 

Maritime N/A no direct impact o 

Historic 

Environment 

Close to Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape and heritage 

sites; mitigation identified.  Requires heritage Impact assessment 
→ 

Design N/A no direct impact  (See design policy 1) o 

Social Inclusion Inclusion of 30% affordable meets needs of specific socio 

economic groups and helps address affordability. Village hall is an 

important asset for community building. 

 

Crime and Anti-

Social Behaviour 

Community facilities help connect people and informal support 

networks can reduce ASB. 
 

Housing Delivery of new housing helps sustain community, and address 

affordability constraint. 
 

Health, Sport and 

Recreation 

Informal recreation and local food production identified; village 

hall provides opportunities for recreation. 
 

Economic 

Development 

Temporary increase in economic activity as a result of construction 

spend.   

Growth in population drives demand for local services and labour 

supply for employment. 

 

Education and Skills Growing population helps sustain schools and services.  

Transport and 

Accessibility 

Possible increase in vehicle trips offset by requirement location and 

road improvements  
→ 

Energy There will be energy demand, but there will be an opportunity to 

introduce or support the renewable sector and new buildings will 

be more energy efficient. 

→ 
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6 Overall assessment / Conclusion 

6.1 Table 6-1 pulls together the assessments of the statutory development plan policies.  It is clear 

from assessment that the policies are overwhelmingly positive in supporting sustainable 

development objectives.  Given these local policies are community driven and supplement the 

Local Plan and other guidance, it is expected that the strongest positives are in the built 

environment, human health, and economic dimensions of sustainability.  There are many 

positives for the natural environment, however. 

6.2 The site allocations do represent a minor ‘negative’ in the loss of open soils.  However, this 

would occur irrespective of the local plan as some development would come through via local 

and national policy – in that the Neighbourhood Plan has made positive decisions, informed by 

site assessments, and reinforced design requirements including environmental / energy 

efficiency means that on balance site allocations support sustainable development. 

Conclusion 

6.3 The Sustainability Check on Callington and Kelly Bray’s NDP has demonstrated that the policies 

within this and the vision and objectives that it seeks to achieve succeed in encouraging 

sustainable development. 

6.4 In undertaking detailed assessments, the plan’s policies individually and collectively make 
overwhelmingly positive contributions to sustainable development.  Possible minor, indirect 

negative impacts have largely been addressed through mitigation.   
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Table 6-1 Assessment Summary 

 Likely to support Sustainability Objective and IMPROVE overall sustainability → Likely neither undermine nor contribute to meeting Sustainability Objective 

 Likely to undermine Sustainability Objective / potential diminish sustainability o unknown or irrelevant to this element of the NDP 

 Policy 1 Policy 2 Policy 3 Policy 4 Policy 5 Policy 6 Policy 7 Policy 8 Policy 9 
Policy 

10 

Policy 

11 

Climatic Factors  o o  o o o  → → → 

Waste o o o o o o o o o o o 

Minerals and Geodiversity o o o o o o o → → → → 

Soil  o  o o o o o    

Air o o o   o o  o → → 

Water o o   o o o o o o o 

Biodiversity o o  o o o o o → → → 

Landscape  o  o o o o o → → → 

Maritime o o o o o o o o o o o 

Historic Environment  o    o o o → → → 

Design      o o o o o o 

Social Inclusion       o     

Crime & Anti-Social Behaviour  o o o  o  o o   

Housing   o o o o  o o   

Health, Sport and Recreation  o o o  o o o o   

Economic Development   o         

Education and Skills o o o o  o o     

Transport and Accessibility o  o   o →   → → 

Energy o o o o o o o o → → → 
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Annex A: Questions considered in carrying out the Sustainability Check 

Climatic Factors • Does it limit greenhouse gas emissions? 

• Does it secure the highest viable resource and energy efficiency? 

• Does it encourage the use of renewable energy technologies? 

• Does it minimise vulnerability and encourage resilience to the effects of climate 

change? 

Waste • Will it reduce the amount of waste produced, collected, or landfilled? 

• Will it increase the amount of waste recycled or recovered? 

• Will it increase levels of composting or anaerobic digestion? 

• Has space for storage of recycled materials been planned for? 

• Will it reduce the waste management industry’s contribution to climate change? 

Minerals and 

Geodiversity 

• Will it minimise the consumption of primary mineral resources and encourage re-

use of secondary resources? 

• Will it ensure development does not irreversibly sterilise important mineral 

resources? 

• Will it prevent harm to and, where appropriate, enhance geological conservation 

interests in the county? 

• Will mineral working impact on designated land? 

Soil • Will it protect, enhance and improve soil quality in Cornwall? 

• Will it avoid development that leads to the loss of productive soils? 

Air • Will it reduce pollution including greenhouse gas emissions? 

• Will it maintain or improve air quality in Cornwall? 

Water • Does the proposal reduce, or avoid increasing the risk of flooding overall? 

• Does the proposal maintain or enhance water quality overall? 

• Does the proposal reduce the overall demand for water? 

• Will the proposal provide for greater integrated water catchment management 

and strengthen links between habitats to increase the likelihood of adaptation to 

climate change? 

• Will the proposal increase the risk of water pollution events? 

Biodiversity • Does the proposal protect, enhance or restore biodiversity interests of BAP 

habitats, Cornwall Wildlife Sites, SSSIs and internationally, nationally and 

regionally designated areas? 

• Does the proposal allow adaptation to climate change through the connection of 

habitats (wildlife corridors)? 

• Does it protect not only designated areas but also of wildlife interest everywhere? 

• Will it encourage the provision of new or improved wildlife habitats? 

Landscape • Will it sustain and enhance and/or restore the distinctive qualities and features of 

the natural, historic and cultural landscape and seascape character? 

• Will it conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the Cornwall AONB and the 

Tamar Valley AONB, and increase understanding and enjoyment of the special 

qualities of the AONBs? 

• Will it protect, enhance and promote opportunities for green infrastructure within 

and between urban settlements? 

• Will it maintain and enhance a high quality living environment? 

• Will it encourage the location and design of development to respect and improve 

landscape character and the landscape setting of settlements? 
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Maritime • Will the proposal protect, enhance or restore maritime heritage, habitat and 

biodiversity, both designated and undesignated? 

• Will the proposal incorporate adaptation to climate change and its likely effects on 

the sea, coast and estuaries? 

• Will the proposal operate within the carrying capacity of the receiving 

environment, without adverse effect on its sustainability? 

• Will the proposal operate within safe biological, chemical and physical limits? 

Historic Environment • Does the proposal reinforce the distinctive character of Cornwall? 

• Does the proposal have an acceptable/unacceptable level of impact on the historic 

environment? 

• Does the proposal preserve and enhance the cultural and social significance of the 

historic asset? 

• Will it result in development which is sympathetic towards the need to promote 

the Cornwall's unique heritage value, historic environment and culture? 

• Have flood mitigation measures been designed to be compatible with the 

immediate historic environment? 

• Has a balance been struck between the level of risk (e.g. in adaptation to climate 

change or flood risk) and the aspiration to preserve the distinctive qualities of the 

historic environment? 

Design • Will it encourage developers to build to higher environmental standards? 

• Will it help to promote local distinctiveness? 

• Does the proposal meet targets for renewable energy capture and sustainable 

construction using BREEAM (Building Research Establishment Environmental 

Assessment Method) and/or CEEQUAL(Civil Engineering Environmental Quality 

Assessment and Award Scheme)?  

• Will it promote high quality, sustainable and sympathetic design that takes 

account of sustainable construction and transport modes, and green 

infrastructure? 

Social Inclusion • Will it improve access to and provision of services, health and community facilities 

(including community youth facilities) especially in rural areas and for the socially 

excluded? 

• Will it reduce poverty, deprivation, discrimination, social exclusion and 

inequalities? 

Crime and Anti-Social 

Behaviour 

• Will it reduce crime and anti-social activity, and in turn, provide safer communities 

in Cornwall (particularly in the most deprived neighbourhoods and identified hot 

spots). 

• Will it help reduce the fear of crime? 

Housing • Will it provide an appropriate mix of housing to ensure delivery of long-term 

regeneration schemes for the county? 

• Will it reduce the number of people homeless or in temporary accommodation? 

• Will it contribute towards the provision of affordable, social and key worker 

housing? 

• Will it reduce the number of unfit homes, and those falling below the decent 

homes standards? 

• Will it deliver adaptable housing to meet the lifelong needs of the population? 

• Will it provide a well-integrated mix of decent homes of different types and 

tenures to support a range of household sizes, ages and incomes? 

• Is it flexible in planning for increased demand over the plan period? 

• Will it provide energy efficient development which reduces the annual cost of 

heating/lighting and helps reduce greenhouse gas emissions? 

• Will it make the best use of land? 
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Health, Sport and 

Recreation 

• Will it improve health and well-being and reduce inequalities in health? 

• Will it improve access to health services? 

• Will it improve access to the countryside, coast, recreation and open spaces? 

• Will it increase participation and engagement in physical activity and sport? 

• Will it lead to unacceptable noise levels? 

Economic Development • Will it promote a diverse range of employment opportunities? 

• Will it provide affordable, small scale, managed workspace to support local need? 

• Will it support the development of access to ICT facilities including Broadband, 

particularly in rural areas? 

• Will it raise the quality of employment and reduce seasonality? 

Education and Skills • Will it help improve the qualifications and skills of young people? 

• Will it improve facilities and opportunities for lifelong learning (particularly for 

those with greatest need)? 

• Will it help increase the County's skilled and professional workforce? 

• Will it support a viable future for rural communities? 

• Will it encourage a greater diversity of choice in skills training as part of 

regeneration efforts? 

• Will it increase accessibility to training facilities? 

Transport and 

Accessibility 

• Will it promote sustainable forms of transport (public transport including bus and 

rail, cycle and pedestrian routes) and ensure the necessary associated 

infrastructure is made available? 

• Will it reduce traffic congestion by promoting alternative modes of transport? 

• Will it reduce the need to travel by seeking to balance homes, jobs, services and 

facilities? 

• Will it lead to a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions? 

• Will it improve service provision or provide a service or facility which is accessible 

to all, including those with disabilities and those in the more rural areas? 

• Will it transfer freight from road to rail and/or sea? 

Energy • Will it promote and support the use of renewable and low carbon energy 

technologies? 

• Will it help reduce fuel poverty? 

• Will it encourage local energy production? 

 

 


