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OUTSIDE SERVICES COMMITTEE

Callington Council Chambers

= 21t April 2026 at 7.03pm

Minutes

PRESENT: CLLRS —BERESFORD-POWER (TBP), CoAkLEY (MC), CAREY (PC), DoipGE (BD), LONG (AL), POUND
(SP)(PORTREEVE AND MAYOR), READ (MR), smiTH (MS), TOLMAN (ST), VALDEBOUZE (EV) & WATSON (PW).

OFFICERS: TOWN CLERK (TC), ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK (ATC), OPERATIONS MANAGER (OM)

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC: 3

Minutes Action

APOLOGIES ClIr Coakley (will be late)

MINUTES

Approval of the minutes of 17t" March 2026.

RESOLVED Proposed Clir Valdebouze seconded Clir Tolman to agree the
minutes as an accurate record.

MATTERS ARISING

Cllr Pound requested an update on the CCTV at the Haye Road allotments
following the OM report; the OM confirmed that the cameras have now been
installed.

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST - To receive any disclosure(s) of interest by a
Councillor or an officer in matters to be considered at this meeting, in
accordance with provisions of Sections 94 or 117 of the Local Government
Act 1972 or the National Code of Local Government Conduct.

None

DISPENSATIONS - To consider any requests for dispensations.
None

PUBLIC SESSION

A public session will be held during the meeting to allow members of the
public to ask questions, this session shall not exceed 10 minutes. Members
of the public can speak for up to 3 minutes although this can be extended
with permission from the Chairperson.

Questions must relate strictly to items on the published agenda and be
submitted in writing at least 24 hours before the meeting. Questions should
be sent to clerk@callington-tc.gov.uk

The Chair reserves the right to group similar questions and to limit the time
for responses where necessary.
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No public comments received.

12.

ClIr Coakley
arrived 7:04pm

Clir Beresford-
Power left the
room 7.35pm and
returned 7.37pm

ClIr Valdebouze
left the room at
7.35pm and
returned at
7.37pm (both left
after the votes
were taken)

RESOLVED Proposed ClIr Pound, seconded Clir Valdebouze and unanimously
agreed to move item 12 next as Clir Long needed to leave after this point.

FOR DISCUSSION/DECISION — Weed treatment within Callington. To
consider Cornwall Council’s reintroduction of weed treatment in parts of
the town and to determine whether Callington Town Council wishes to opt
out of the scheme and continue its current weed control provision, or to
allow Cornwall Council to assume responsibility for this service. Information
circulated.

Clir Long provided a detailed update on the Cornwall Council meeting held
earlier today. He advised that Cornwall Council intends to extend the public
consultation, acknowledging that the original timeframe did not allow
sufficient opportunity for meaningful public input.

The discussion then continued among members, with Clirs expressing the
view that no decision can be made until Cornwall Council provides clarity to
Town and Parish Councils regarding their future approach, including any
proposed use of chemicals.

The Operations Manager noted that if we were to opt out of Cornwall
Council’s weed spraying service, the Council would need to consider
alternative options, including the equipment and training that would be
required to deliver an in-house solution.

Clir Tolman also stated that, as a Council, we currently do not have sufficient
staffing capacity to undertake weed spraying ourselves this year.

RESOLVED Proposed Cllr Tolman, seconded Clir Carey to vote in favour to
return responsibility for weed spraying to Cornwall Council, as the Town
Council does not currently have sufficient staffing capacity to undertake this
work in-house this year.

Votes in favour 3, votes against 6, abstentions 2 (MR, SP).

Vote not carried.

RESOLVED Proposed ClIr Valdebouze, seconded ClIr Long to vote in favour to
defer this decision until the results of the Cornwall Council consultation are
known. In the interim, the Operations Manager will obtain costings for
alternative weed control methods, as well as the costs associated with
training staff to carry out this work.

Cornwall Council will also be requested to provide full technical information
and details of their proposal before the Town Council makes any decision
regarding the potential return of weed spraying responsibilities.

This item will be brought back to the agenda of the next available meeting as
soon as further information is received.

Votes in favour 7, votes against 1, abstentions 3 (TBP, PC, SP).

Vote carried.
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RESOLVED Proposed Cllr Pound, seconded Clir Beresford-Power and
unanimously agreed to move item 9 up the agenda as there were members
of the public here for this agenda item.

FOR DISCUSSION/DECISION - To discuss any matters concerning the
allotments

a) Community Garden Consultation Update. To receive an update
on the community garden consultation, and to consider options
for the future use of the large allotment site should there be
insufficient interest in progressing the community garden
proposal.

The Clerk advised that the Town Council had received only one application,
which was circulated to Clirs prior to the meeting. A lengthy discussion then
took place regarding how to progress the community garden project.

The history of the large plot was revisited to provide context for newer Clirs.
This helped to refresh Clirs understanding that, during a previous
consultation on this piece of land, tenants from Haye Road allotments had
expressed strong dissatisfaction and attended a prior meeting to voice their
concerns. As a result of this feedback, the proposal did not proceed at that
time.

RESOLVED Proposed ClIr Carey, seconded Cllr Watson to approach the
member of the public who sent in their design aspirations to move this
project forward.

Votes in favour 4, votes against 7.

This vote was not carried.

RESOLVED Proposed Cllr Pound, seconded Clir Smith to divide the large plot
into two sections: one half to be developed into allotment plots and the
other half to accommodate a car park and a possible community orchard
should fruit trees become available.

If fruit trees become available from CRL, they will be utilised within the
orchard area and/or incorporated into the memorial garden.

Votes in favour 7, votes against 3.

This vote is carried.

Clir Pound then asked the ATC whether the memorial bench had been
ordered. She confirmed that it has been ordered and paid for, and advised
that it is currently being manufactured and will be dispatched as soon as it is
completed.

NOTED

Clir Long left the
meeting once it

was adjourned.

Cllr Smith & ClIr
Coakley left the

room.

RESOLVED ClIr Pound called to briefly adjourn the meeting. Proposed Clir
Beresford-Power, seconded Cllr Pound and unanimously agreed to adjourn
the meeting at 7.48pm
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f;'trucr::';'fz RESOLVED Proposed ClIr Pound, seconded ClIr Beresford-Power and
meeting at unanimously agreed to resume to meeting at 8pm
8.02pm.

7. FOR DECISION — To receive a report from the Operations Manager

The OM left the

The OM circulated the report prior to the meeting with contents as follows —

Outside services update - Support has continued to be provided to outside
services throughout April. Additional assistance has been given to cover these
duties during a period of sickness absence.

The 2026 grass cutting campaign is now underway. Conditions have been
particularly challenging, as some sites missed their final cut in 2025 due to
stolen equipment. As a result, grass growth has been significantly heavier
than usual resulting in each area is taking nearly twice as long to complete.
So far, work has been completed at the cemetery, along Liskeard Road and
across the Village Collection verges and parks. The team will now continue
across Callington, progressing through verges and parks in sequence. At the
current rate, the first full cut of all sites is expected to be completed by the
end of May.

St Mary’s Close - W.I have been busy planting up the square with new plants,
it looking very good and colourful. We hope to clear out the remaining beds
ready for planting during May.

Tree inspection - Additional works for beech tree Launceston Road Park.
Contractor has been instructed and we await TPO planning approval for
works to proceed.

Works Yard - Security upgrade work for the works yard is now complete.

RESOLVED Proposed ClIr Valdebouze, seconded Cllr Doidge and unanimously

meeting at agreed to note the OM report.
8.04pm
8. FOR DISCUSSION/DECISION - To discuss any matters concerning parks and

open spaces

a) Inclusive Play Equipment update (if any). A quote for the x4
communications boards has been received. Total cost for x4 boards
is £1400 plus VAT. To discuss how this can be funded.

Clir Read circulated a draft layout of the communication board to Cllrs and
explained that the company is widely used in schools, including SEN schools
and is therefore well recognised.

Clir Carey noted that the boards should be constructed from a durable,
vandal-resistant and fire-resistant material such as Dibond to help prevent
damage. He also advised that he would approach local businesses to seek
sponsorship to help cover the cost of the boards.

The ATC highlighted that there is remaining funds available which could also
be used towards the cost if required.

RESOLVED Proposed ClIr Valdebouze, seconded Cllr Pound and unanimously
agreed to proceed with the purchase and installation of communication
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boards at Saltash Road Recreation Ground, Launceston Road Park, Tamar
Close Park, Rosemullion Park and Peggys Patch.

Clir Carey will contact a number of local companies to seek sponsorship,
offering recognition through the inclusion of their business names on the
boards in return for their support. Clir Carey will obtain A1l and A2 printed
samples from Paint N Print to provide businesses with a clear visual of what
they would be sponsoring, including the exact dimensions of the boards.

10.

FOR DISCUSSION/DECISION - To discuss any matters concerning the
Cemetery/Chapel
a) Review of Cemetery fees, due biennially. To consider whether any
increases should be made. Current fees circulated.
The Clerk shared a previously prepared comparison document.

RESOLVED Proposed Clir Valdebouze, seconded Clir Coakley and unanimously
agreed to increase cemetery fees by £50 per item, effective from January 2027.

b) Review of Cemetery Rules and Regulations.
These were previously circulated. The Clerk confirmed that no amendments
have been made and that they are presented for review only.

RESOLVED Proposed Clir Pound, seconded Clir Tolman and unanimously
agreed to accept the review of the cemetery Rules and Regulations.

11.

FOR DISCUSSION/DECISION — To discuss any matters concerning St Mary’s
Square
a) To receive a request from Transferrable Skills Training to use St

Mary’s Square on Wednesday 20th May and Friday 22nd May
2026 from 10.30 am. Booking form and TST information
circulated. Risk Assessment and Insurance documents have
been received.

The ATC confirmed all appropriate paperwork has been received.

RESOLVED Proposed Clir Pound, seconded Clir Valdebouze and unanimously
agreed to allow Transferrable Skills Training to use St Mary’s Square on
Wednesday 20™" May and Friday 22" May 2026 from 10.30am.

13.

Cllr Smith
returned at
8.21pm.

FOR DISCUSSION/DECISION - To receive the Grass Cutting SLA from Cornwall
Council for 2026/2027. The rates have been increased by 2.2% from
£8,002.40 to £8,178.45. SLA circulated.

RESOLVED Proposed Cllr Beresford-Power, seconded Cllr Valdebouze and
unanimously agreed to accept the Grass Cutting SLA from Cornwall Council for
2026/2027. The rates have been increased by 2.2% from £8,002.40 to
£8,178.45.
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14.

FOR DISCUSSION/DECISION - Removal of bench on Willoughby Place
footpath. To consider the removal of the bench located on the Willoughby
Place footpath following reported damage to the adjacent field fence. The
landowner has indicated that the damage may have been caused by users of
the bench. Members are also asked to note that there have been previous
issues with litter being discarded into the field, and that the bench has been
temporarily removed in the past for this reason.

The Clerk provided Members with an overview of the history of the bench and
the issues associated with its location.

RESOLVED Proposed Clir Valdebouze, seconded Clir Tolman and unanimously
agreed to remove the bench, while leaving the concrete posts in place for the
time being. Should any further issues arise, the Town Council will consider
arrangements for the removal of the concrete posts as well.

RESOLVED Proposed ClIr Pound, seconded Clir Valdebouze and unanimously
agreed to move the meeting into a Part Two and 8.28pm.

15.

PART TWO SESSION

Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by
s.100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public and accredited
representatives of newspapers will be excluded from the meeting for the
following items of business on the grounds that it involves the likely
disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the
Local Government Act 1972 by virtue of the paragraph specified against the
item.

a) Cemetery land water monitoring survey — amended quote received,
circulated.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.38pm

Date of next meeting Tuesday 19" May 2026.




